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moral and political and social judgments on t h e i r  
n s s igmen t s  and t hen  t,&e s ides ,  
s t r a igh t .  

As a result of this "industry is a monster" philosophy, asbestos 
w i l l  remain a hot  news item only so long as tho news i s  bad. 
"good" e a t  asbestos does i n  p ro tac t ing  l ivcs  and property is of 
no ccnccrn  to the press. Likewise, industry e f f o r t s  t o  p ro tec t  
wor@en and - the general public from ashcstos  exposure will always 
be given minimal coverage, s ince  such information is direct ly  
contrary to the p o r t r a i t  of an i r r e spons ib l e  industry prodncizg a 
"killer" product t h a t  is the sole element of news worthiness i n  
t h e  asbestos  story. 

The press r e l a t i o n s  b a t t l e  will therefore he won, no t  when the 
media s t a r t s  t o  p r i n t  p c s i t i v e  or balanced articles a b m t  asbestos,  
but when the  press  ceases to p r i n t  anything &out a s b e s t o s a t  a l l .  
As l o n g  as negative news on asbestos-herlth continues t o  be 
generated, the media w i l l  c c n t i n u e  t o  e a t  i t  up. The media will 
only cease t o  carry such s t o r i e s  when t h e  generat icn of negative 
news ceases. It is as simple as that. P o s i t i v e  o r  balanced s t o r i e s  arc a chimera, since they arc,  by d e f i n i t i o n ,  n o t  ... . 
newsworthy. . 

Let me give you it very s p e c i f i c  e x q l c  of this last pr inc ip l e  i n  
a c t i o n .  
engaged i n  an cvtansive crrmpaign to i n t e r e s t  the trade press i n  
a r t i c l e s  on t h e  bene f i t s  nf asbcstcs a d  on indus t ry  acconpfish- 
mcnts in t h e  environmental con t ro l  area. The t r a d e  Dress, unlike 

Never mind-gett ing the facts 

The 

As most of you alrcarly kncw, the Association is cur ren t ly  

the national o r  public cediat 
of t h i s  nature and we expect  
stories i n  t h e  trade press i n  

is nuch norc rccept ivc-  
to be secing a number of 

t h e  next few months. 

to artic1cs 
positive 

In  any czse, we also from tine t o  t i m e  put out press relesscs on 
various subjects r e l a t i n g  t o  asbcstos-health. 
issued (t release on the report of the advisory committee on 
asbestos cancers of the World ncnl th  Organization. In brief ,  t h e  
report concluded t h a t  the general  publ i c  is  n c t  i n  danger from 
asbestos i n  the environment, Thus far, w e  have received near ly  -.--a+'- 
two.doten press c l ipp ings  from tracle publ ica t ions  t h a t  carried the 
story.  To tho bcst of our  knowledge, no t  a single  ncvlspapcr, ncws 
mgazine, radio or TV statian, .oz any o the r  segment of the public 
media ran the s to ry ,  w i t h  tho s o l i t a r y  except ion of a French 
language paper i n  Torontc. ns I s a i d  before, if the ncvs is soorl, 
the press s inp ly  isn't in te res ted .  

A few weeks ago, w e  

Monethcless, t h e  Assccintion has no i n t en t inn  of abandoning cur 
efforts vis-a-vis the national media. FJC will continue t o  issuc 
apprcpriatc  press relcc7scs, ccaperntc with  fea turc  writers doing 
stories on asbestos, write l e t t e r s  t o  the  cditcr whcn those 
stories appear,  and i n  shcrt ,  do all wc! can tc prescn t ' t hc  p r e s s  
with a balanced view Df thc nsbestos-health s i t u n t i c n .  

Brendan DeMelle
The press r e l a t i o n s b a t t l e will therefore he won, not when the
media s t a r t s t o p r i n t p c s i t i v e or balanced articles a b m t asbestos,
but when the press ceases to p r i n t anything &out asbestosat a l l .
As long as negative news on asbestos-herlth continues t o be
generated, the media w i l l c c n t i n u e t o e a t it up. The media will
only cease t o carry such s t o r i e s when t h e generaticn of negative
news ceases. It is as simple as that. P o s i t i v e o r balanced s t o r i e s arc a chimera, since they arc, by d e f i n i t i o n , n o t ... .
newsworthy. .


