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Over the p a s t  several months we have had  a nuhe r  o f  inquiries t h a t  
as ked the qges t i  on, "Is asbestos a carci nogen?" .Further prcbi'ng b r o u g h t  o v t  
the fact  t h a t  t h e  question concerned a recent OSHA r ey la t ion  (copy. attached). . 

where carcinogen i s  defined as any of fourteen specific substances included 
i n  a given l i s t  or any rnixttire conta'ning one percent or more o f  these 
substances by weight. ,.The. fourteen substances are organic compounds. and d o  -.- 
n o t  include asbestos. , : . .  .- 
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Obviously, asbestcs j s  n o t  a carcincg2n under this  definition or ur.dcr 
.- . this r e g u l a t i o n .  You may s t a t e  this t o  any custoner who inquires. Irr soiz . I . . . . .  - 

cases, a written confirmation i s  requested. 
confirmation i s  attached. You my use this as dFpro2riate. 
wordi.ng.Kithou.t prior .approval,. cr' tlir Law Departngnt. 
, ,y:;qy. .*y$y,;:  '..' ...f... f ':. , -  - . , ,  , 

A form shect t o  provide sucn 2 . . . .  Do nct chanse aray . . .  
. . . .  . _ .  . . .  . I. &. 

As you k n o w ,  the answer t o  t h e  same question i n  the brosd sense i s  
not  as clear-cut. Iviedical opinion varies ccross the broad  range from: 

~ 1. Asbestos is a very dangerous carcinogen t o  L . 

2. Under certain exposure conditiofis certain types o f  asbestos _ F I  .: . . . .  ..:. /- . .  may be -.c-a-r,.ci.".03eni c.';2 . &  ' . . . .  

You have an obligation not  t o  mislead or misrepresent the true 
Use your 3est juc'gmcnt as t o  hcx  detziled an _- . . 

situation t o  the custcxer. 
answer should be provided, .- . .  
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Brendan DeMelle
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Dear Mr. 

This  i s  i n  reply t o  your l e t t e r  of 

Our  asbestos does not contain any of the materials l is ted on page 
20074 of Federal Register, Vol. 38, No. 144 - Friday, July 27,  1973 n o r  any 
derivatives of those materials nor any potential f o r  degrading t o  form one 
o f  the l i s ted  materials or the i r  derivatives. 

Please contact i f  you have any questions. 

Very truly yours, 
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S : ~ . e d  at Washington, D.C.. this  pit!^ 
C:: c: Ju!y 1973. 

Jows Szesot~.  
Assbtcnt Secretary oj Labor. 

fX?. cx.n-rjti3 FJW~ ?-2~.-73;e:cs -1 

Tf!!e 32A-National Cefense. Appendix 
C H . G K E R  X 4 F F i C Z  OF OiL X 3  GAS, 

DE?AilTIv!ENT OF THE INTERIOR 
IO:: Iz?c:i Re:. 1 (Reg. 5). P a d t .  591 

h!iscellaneous Amendments 
Coriect ion 

2 ?- Ex.  72-15193 a;pesring a? p:gt 
A.- : .G  1: the Lr-rue for TI!?sCzy, J * d y  2;. 
I= .?, 5 the 9th 2nd 1C:h l!:m frc.m the  
~ r . 2  ci S x .  l l ( c )  t t e  figures "15 per- 

0.1. EEG. 1 4 1 L  IMPORT REGULATIONS 

. I  - 1 -  

. - -  
r e - . "  __, sko-dd read "25 perceat". 

Title 42-Public Hcallh 
CHRFTER I--F.UtLIC HEALTH SERVICE, 

DEPA;;TI.:E?iT GS HEALTH, ECUCATION, 
A N 3  WELFAZZ 

SUBCHAPTER C--L!CO:C:L CARS AND 
E%A!AINAiIO:;S 

PART 37--C?IC!F;CATIO':S FOP !*:F.DICAL 
U f 4  DZRGKO U r i  D EX A !*?I P:ttT: 5 P;S 

CCAL hlli.;Ef:S 
0 F 

Second Round of Chest Roent=sographic 
ExsriinzLons 

On FeSrua::; X!. 1 9 X . z  notice cf pro- 
posed rul?nt?.kiiiz \ins ?-A!isiied in the  
Z ' f 2 ~ r . i ~  Fkcr.5.r ER I 2Z r?. 4263) to revise 
tlic subpart cf %rt 3 i  0: Tz:k 43. Code 
of FeSeinl RCCC!l',!C:iT\. erLiitieb "Ckest 
I>.oentaeno!?r:;?hic ExxGnaiioas" br 
setti:: ior th  tkc s!)tciiicz;iiris for  givic:, 
r e a  din 3, c l ~  :.; I fy i !IC. 3 n i  s:: bmi t tin; the 
second roixnci of ckzst rcentger?o:rams 
reqtiired to  be g ixn  to  taderground coal 
niiners by socticn f03 of ;;?e Federal Coil 
Mine Health 2nd Sx:e!r Act of 1969 (30 . 
U.S.C. 843) .  Sj~eciEcatio;~ for  pr;lrr.onary 
iunction tests we:o z!so proposcd, 

Interested persons were invited to par- 
ticipate i n  the r d e  makin3 tiirough the  
submission of c c x n e n t s  and con:rnents 
were reccivor! fxa the United SIine 
Korliers of America. tiie Bituzlinous 
Cos1 Operators' Associction. a n u d c e r  
of hn~pi tz l s  a.nd clinics, phrsiciins, man- 
ufacturers of p u k m x ~  fcnction equip- 
ment. coal c;;eri!grs, :he P e m s y l n n i a  
3 s r e a u  of Cccux:iona! Eealtb. and this 
Depirtrne?.t's Bxeiu of Pzdiological 
H e d t h  i n  the Fccd znd 9 x 3  hdrninis- 
tri-dion. Due corisidersrisn h3s bcen . 
given to all n?ate:i?l precented. v i t h  the 
resu!t that a iiiirme: of chvrgcj  have 
been made in the rules which were 
pxtpcsed. 

Ecth the  UF2ted ?.I32 Torkers  of 
A m r i c a  3nd the  S l t r t r k o u  Coal Op- 
er3;ztitrs' Associxt;on. in cCQt!on to other 
commenteri. objected to the proposed 
reqciremcc! of [?.e co-C-ct of a pd- 
i n o x r y  frtc!ior! test. Tne Cnion's ob- 
jecrioils r e r e  ;rcur.kl u?on the lack of 
cornpa?nbili:.v C c : x e z ~  the  pu1:nonary 
f u x t i o n  e x a d x x i 0 r . s  2r.S any i,isabllity 
criteria :or biack I L ? ~  teze2:s a n d  tlie 
fear tha t  odo:>tion oi the propcsed spec- 
ificgtions \?:OK:.', s:Lqe fc tcre  tieve!o>ment 
of mo?e reficed p~rnor?ar; function tests 
or their use chc t he?  brcone ra i lab le .  
T!ie Bi:u~.icocs coli C;eirtors' Asco- 
cistian r.r&cci rhzt a pshonnry fllnc- 

c 

FEDERAL RECI57ER. VOL. J8,  NO. 1 4 4 4 R l D I Y ,  JULY 27, 1973 


